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The 2018 National Defense Strategy redirected the efforts of the
nation’s military towards inter-state strategic competition and
away from counter-terrorism. The shift in strategic focus away
from what has been the staple of the U.S. Army regimen for the
past 18 years, requires new doctrine to address near-peer
adversaries. Analysis is necessary to assess the future roles and
capabilities of USASOC when conducting operations to support
the Multi-Domain Operations (MDO) concept during armed
conflict. This study reviews key aspects of the emerging MDO
concept, cores tasks of Special Forces, and analyzes four historical
case studies of special operations personnel operating within a
non-permissive environment. Through common observations to
special operations missions over time this study derives ten
themes across the U.S. Army's warfighting functions that
increase the efficiency of SF within non-permissive environments.
Multi-Domain Framework
Adapted from TRADOC, The U.S. Army in Multi-Domain Operations 
2028.
SPECIAL OPERATIONS IN THE 
OPERATIONAL DEEP FIRES AREA 
Summarized Recommendations
Using the themes derived from the historical cases, the authors arrived at 
a series of recommendations to posture the present day force for the 
future MDO environment. An emphasis on special reconnaissance was 
due to the historical examples of Special Forces in Vietnam, the post-
Vietnam era, and Operation Desert Storm drawing parallels to the current 
realignment of training priorities as guided by the 2018 NDS. 
Understanding the realignment and the observed historical themes, the 
study recommends that Special Forces re-emphasizes special 
reconnaissance skills. The skills required to be effective in the MDO future 
operational environment will require substantial time to train prior to 
their implementation. The challenge for USASOC will be the continued 
balance to prepare the force for the most dangerous scenario of 
operations within MDO and the continued threat of violent extremist 
organizations. 
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Research Design
The U.S. Army’s newly theorized MDO concept serves as the 
motivator for this study, insofar as it anticipates how SF will 
conduct future warfare against peer state adversaries. Our research 
analyzes prior special operations in the context of the warfighting 
functions and suggests how to approach the MDO concept to 
recommend how the Army might prepare for the employment of 
SOF within the deep maneuver and operational deep fires areas. 
The four case studies provided historical vignettes in which special 
operations forces were called upon to conduct operations in what 
would now be known as the deep maneuver and operational deep 
fires areas within MDO. Each case displayed that airpower alone 
was insufficient to answer high priority intelligence requirements 
and destroy high priority targets to meet operational objectives. 
Ten common themes were illuminated across the historical cases. 
These themes are categorized into the applicable warfighting 
functions.
Observing that airpower alone was repeatedly insufficient and that the MDO environment anticipates the U.S. 
military will face contested or denied airspace, this study suggests that SF teams will again be called upon to 
conduct ground based operations within non-permissive areas.
